Somerset Marches
Introduced by Colonel Bovet, they arrived at the house of
Captain Hucker where his Grace was lodging. The Duke
came out to receive the children and " saluted each, and
Lord Grey did the same." Miss Blake, with a naked sword
in one hand and a Bible in the other, advanced and spoke
her piece trippingly. The Duke accepted these gifts with
deep devotion and assured his young friends that " he came
now into the field with a design to defend the truths con-
tained in that book, and to seal it with his blood if there
should be occasion for it." He sprang upon his horse, and the
children following him waving their colours, he went forward
into the town amidst the cheers of the delighted citizens.
But while time was being wasted in these histrionic
displays, his enemies were not far away. Albemarle and
his unstable militia had reformed themselves and camped
at Wellington, seven miles west of Taunton. Churchill
and his horse were hovering about near Chard. They had
not a force to attack, but they were watching his every
movement. The forces of the King were marching west
from London, and a general who knew his business would
have been away on the Bristol road long before this.
Meanwhile the gentry did not come in to join the
Taunton dissenters. A council was held and the opinion
freely expressed that the better-class people were afraid of
a republic and were zealous for monarchy, and that James
of Monmouth must proclaim himself to be the real James II.
without delay. It is said that Monmouth was against this
step, but Ferguson and Grey persuaded him to it, so he
reluctantly yielded, and on Saturday, June 2Oth, was pro-
claimed King of England. A sum was set on his uncle's head
and the English Parliament was declared a seditious assembly.
The immediate effect of this act was to increase his popularity.
The children who made Ms banner had worked a gold crown on
the face of it with the letters J.R., and now their embroidered
prophecy had come true and all were well content.
The proclamation was made at the Market Cross in the
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